Book reviews
Postgraduate Obstetrics and Gynecology by J McClure Browne BSC MB BS FRCS FRCOG 4th edn pp viii +684 illustrated £15 London: Butterworths 1973 The fourth edition of this well-established textbook is a companion to the better known 'Antenatal and Postnatal Care', and therefore the obstetric coverage is appropriately limited and selective. The gynacological section is, however, a comprehensive review of the subject which will form a valuable basis for study by higher examination candidates. Most of the chapters have been brought up to date, although rather a high proportion of the references are over ten years old. Some aspects of the subject which are more prominent in the gynecological practice of tropical countries receive perhaps rather scant attention compared with quite rare conditions which get very full coverage. For those whose interest lies in the gynecological practice of this country, this book will remain an anthology of the best clinical practice, with a full description of the appropriate pathology; much of the value lies in this correlation. There is a very valuable section on exfoliative cytology contributed by Dr Erica Wachtel and one of the most useful areas covered is that of fertility; the management of impairment and control of fertility are both dealt with in some depth.
This book is expensive for the individual student but he may expect to be able to consult it in any well stoCked postgraduate library. This is a most useful book for any orthpicdic surgeon's bookshelf. Its aim is to discuss those inherited disorders of the musculoskeletal system which the orthopedic surgeon is likely to encounter. This is a formidable task in a wide and expanding field. Inevitably such a book tends to become a catalogue. However, the author has divided the mass of information into coherent groups which presents the material in a logical and readable fashion. The first chapter on basic clinical genetics is vital to anyone who is not conversant with the basis of modern genetics. It also discusses family studies and genetic counselling. The remainder of the book deals with the various disorders under five broad headings. Each disorder is described in a standard way dealing with incidence, genetic factors, age of onset, general features, special features, natural history, &c., as applicable. The descriptions are of necessity brief but there are adequate references for those requiring more detail. Mrs McNeill's excellent line drawings, like the text, convey in a concise manner the essentials of the syndrome portrayed. There are two appendices which list disorders under their genetic basis and the genetic advisory centres in England, Wales and Scotland.
For any orthopaedic surgeon with an interest in children this book should be invaluable. On a wider scale it should appeal to orthopadic surgeons in general and also pediatricians, neurologists and geneticists with an interest in musculoskeletal disorders.
J A FIXSEN
Fetal and Neonatal Physiology Sir Joseph Barcroft Centenary Symposium Cambridge, July 1972 edited by K S Comline, K W Cross, G S Dawes & P W Nathanielsz pp xxiv +641 illustrated £11.60 London: Cambridge University Press 1973 In the foreword to this important publication Professor Cross notes that the book went to press fifteen days after the conclusion ofthe symposium. This admirable achievement is reflected in the clear and uniform style of the text.
As a preface D H Barron has written a tribute to Sir Joseph Barcroft. This is a brief biographical sketch of the great man whose later years were spent as a pioneer in the field of fetal physiology.
The communications that follow include some excellent comprehensive reviews such as that on the control of fetal circulation by Rudolph and Heymann and studies on fetal metabolism by Shelley. Outstanding among the shorter papers is a study on placental aminoacid transport by Young and Hill, an elegant biochemical investigation of the response of the ductus arteriosus to oxygen by Fay, and a masterly report on fetal breathing and rapid eye movement sleep by Dawes. There is a colloquium on pulmonary surfactant with four contributions by authorities in the field. Each papers carries an ample set of
